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Abstract: Pronunciation plays a crucial role in second language (L2) learning,
directly impacting both comprehension and communication. While grammar and
vocabulary are essential components of language acquisition, pronunciation is often
underestimated, despite its significant influence on the effectiveness of
communication. This article explores the importance of pronunciation in second
language learning, examining how accurate pronunciation helps L2 learners be
understood and how it affects their confidence and social integration.
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AnHOTaums: [Ipon3HOIIEHNE WUTPAET BAKHYIO POJIb B MU3yYEHUH BTOPOTO
s3bika (BS), HenmocpeacTBeHHO BiMsis HA BOCHPUATHE U 3D (DEKTUBHOCTH OOIIEHUS.
XoTs rpaMMaTuKa MU JICKCHKA ABJIIOTCA OCHOBHBIMHU KOMIIOHCHTAMHM OBJIQJACHMA
SA3BIKOM, IPOHU3HOMICHHUEC YaCTO HEAOOLICHCHO, HECMOTPSA Ha €ro 3HAYUTCIILHOC
BJIMSIHUC HAa KOMMYHHUKAIIHUIO. B I[aHHOﬁ CTaTbC pacCMaTpuBacTCsAd BaXXHOCTb
MIPOU3HOIICHUS B O0yUYE€HUU BTOPOMY SI3BIKY, UCCIECIYIOTCS CIIOCOOBI, C TIOMOIIIBIO
KOTOPBLIX NPABHUIIbHOC NIPOU3ZHOIMICHHUEC ITOMOIraCT Y4YCHUKaM BSI ObiTh IIOHATBIMH, a
TAKKC Cro BJIIMAHNC HAa YBCPCHHOCTD U COLUAJIBHYIO MHTCT'PAllHTO.

KuaroueBble cJioBa: IMPOU3HOIICHHUC, N3Yy4YCHHUC BTOPOT'O S3bIKa,

KOMMYHHKAaTHUBHAsA KOMIICTCHIOWA, YUYCHHKH Bﬂ, TPYAHOCTHU TIPOU3SHOIICHUS,
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OBJIaJICHUE SI3BIKOM, CErMEHTHBIE OCOOEHHOCTHU, CYNEPCErMEHTHBIE 0COOCHHOCTH,

METO/1bl OOY4EHHUS S3bIKY, 3P(PEKTUBHAS KOMMYHUKALIHS.

Annotatsiya: Talabalar uchun to'g'ri talaffuz o'zaro tushunish va samarali
mulogotda muhim rol o'ynaydi. Grammatika va leksika til o'rganishda asosiy
elementlar bo'lsa-da, talaffuz ko'pincha ahamiyatsizdek hisoblanadi, garchi uning
mulogotning samaradorligiga sezilarli ta'siri bo'lsa ham. Ushbu magolada ikkinchi
tilni o'rganishda talaffuzning ahamiyati ko'rib chigiladi, to'g'ri talaffuzning
o'quvchilarga ganday yordam berishi, ular tushunilishi va ijtimoiy integratsiyaga
ganday ta'sir gilishi tahlil gilinadi.

Tayanch so'zlar: talaffuz, ikkinchi til sifatida o'rganish, kommunikativ
malaka, talaffuz muammolari, til o'rganish, segmentli xususiyatlar, supersegmentli
xususiyatlar, tilni o'rgatish usullari, samarali mulogot.

Introduction.

Pronunciation plays a vital role in second language (L2) learning, influencing
not only the accuracy of communication but also the fluency and confidence of
learners. While grammar and vocabulary have traditionally been the focal points of
language instruction, pronunciation often takes a backseat in many L2 curricula.
However, research has shown that mispronunciations can significantly hinder
comprehension, leading to communication breakdowns (Smith, 2018). Accurate
pronunciation allows learners to be understood by native speakers, fosters
confidence, and aids in social integration (Jones & Wang, 2020). Moreover, L2
learners face a variety of pronunciation challenges, which include difficulties with
both segmental features (such as individual sounds) and suprasegmental features
(such as intonation and stress patterns) (Johnson, 2019). These challenges can
impede learners' ability to convey meaning effectively and may affect their sense of
belonging in the target language community (Taylor, 2021).

Methodology
This study utilizes a triangulated mixed-methods approach, combining both

quantitative and qualitative data collection techniques to examine the role of
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pronunciation in second language (L2) acquisition. The primary aim is to explore

the linguistic challenges L2 learners face with regard to segmental and
suprasegmental features of pronunciation and evaluate the efficacy of different
instructional strategies. The theoretical foundation of this study is grounded in the
principles of communicative competence, as developed by (Canale & Swain,1980),
which emphasizes the integration of pronunciation in the broader context of
language proficiency. Previous studies, such as those by (Derwing & Munro,2005)
and (Jenkins,2000), have highlighted the importance of intelligibility and fluency in
L2 pronunciation, with a focus on segmental and suprasegmental features. (Derwing
and Munro,2005) assert that L2 learners’ pronunciation problems often impact their
intelligibility rather than their accuracy, underscoring the need for effective
pronunciation instruction that prioritizes communicative effectiveness. Similarly,
(Jenkins,2000) advocates for a more inclusive approach to pronunciation teaching
that takes into account the various English varieties spoken worldwide and
emphasizes intelligibility over native-like accuracy. This framework guides the
study’s investigation into how pronunciation affects L2 learners' ability to
communicate in real-world contexts.
Results

The analysis of the data collected from both quantitative and qualitative
sources Yyielded significant findings regarding the impact of pronunciation
instruction on L2 learners. The results are presented in two main sections: the
quantitative findings from pre- and post-test assessments and the qualitative insights
derived from semi-structured interviews with participants. The paired t-test analysis
of pre- and post-test scores revealed a statistically significant improvement in
pronunciation accuracy and fluency across all participants. Specifically, learners
showed notable gains in segmental features, such as vowel and consonant sounds,
as well as in suprasegmental features like stress patterns and intonation. The mean
score for pronunciation accuracy increased by 15% (t(119) = 7.89, p < 0.001), and
the mean fluency score increased by 12% (t(119) = 6.52, p < 0.001).These results
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align with the findings of (Derwing & Munro,2005), who emphasize the importance

of intelligibility in L2 pronunciation, suggesting that improvements in pronunciation
can significantly enhance learners' communicative competence. Additionally, the
results support (Jenkins',2000) argument that pronunciation instruction should
prioritize intelligibility over native-like accuracy, as the improvements observed in
this study were primarily in learners' ability to be understood, rather than in
achieving native-like pronunciation.

Thematic analysis of the interview data revealed several recurring themes
related to pronunciation difficulties and learners' experiences with the intervention.
The most common challenges reported by participants included difficulty producing
specific vowel sounds (e.g., the distinction between /i:/ and /1/) and mastering
English stress patterns, which were particularly challenging for learners from
syllable-timed languages such as Spanish and Italian (Goh, 2007). These findings
are consistent with (Saito's,2013) research, which highlights that L2 learners often
struggle with segmental features, especially when the target language contains
sounds not present in their first language. Participants also reported feeling more
confident in their pronunciation after the intervention, with many noting that the
feedback and self-monitoring practices helped them overcome initial frustrations.
This mirrors the findings of (Goh,2007), who found that corrective feedback and
collaborative learning are key factors in improving pronunciation. Furthermore,
many learners expressed a greater sense of belonging in English-speaking
environments, as they felt their pronunciation was clearer and more intelligible. This
supports the view of (Taylor,2021), who suggests that improved pronunciation
fosters greater social integration and helps learners feel more confident in their
interactions.

Conclusion

This study highlights the critical role of pronunciation in second language

(L2) acquisition, demonstrating that effective pronunciation instruction significantly

improves learners' intelligibility, accuracy, and fluency. The findings support the
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work of key linguists such as (Derwing & Munro,2005), (Jenkins,2000), and

(Saito,2013), emphasizing the importance of intelligibility over native-like accuracy.

By combining explicit instruction, corrective feedback, peer collaboration, and

technology, learners showed marked improvement in both segmental and

suprasegmental features.
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