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Abstract: This article analyzes the artistic forms of humorous works and their 

diversity. The role of techniques such as satire, parody, grotesque, and ironic 

storytelling in literature is examined, along with the formation and evolution of 

humorous genres across different historical periods. A comparative approach is 

used to explore how these genres manifest in Western and Eastern literature. 

Additionally, the artistic devices, character development techniques, and the 

aesthetic and social functions of humorous works are discussed. Through an 

analysis of various forms of the humorous genre, including short stories and novels, 

the literary significance of humor is highlighted. 
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Introduction: Humorous literature is one of the essential reflections of human 

thought and aesthetic taste, serving as an effective means of depicting social life 

across different eras. This genre stands out for its ability to highlight societal and 

individual issues through humor, prompting artistic analysis and leading readers to 

certain conclusions. Humorous works are rich in artistic forms and expressive 

techniques, and their diversity is influenced by changes in literary processes, the 

spirit of the times, and the aesthetic perspectives of the authors. Throughout literary 

history, humorous works have taken various forms, including satire, parody, 

grotesque, and ironic storytelling, each adapting to the socio-political environment 

of its time. These works employ character development, dialogue construction, 

irony, and exaggeration as key artistic devices to enhance their impact. Despite the 

varied evolution of humorous genres across different cultures, their primary purpose 
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remains the same—to reveal human flaws, draw attention to social issues, and 

provoke thought in readers. This article explores the artistic forms of humorous 

literature, analyzing their distinctive features and diversity. Furthermore, the 

development of humorous genres in different literary periods and cultural traditions 

is examined, along with their aesthetic and social functions in shaping literary 

discourse. 

Literary Analysis: The artistic forms of humorous works and their diversity 

have developed uniquely over different periods and have been extensively analyzed 

by literary scholars. Researchers associate this genre with techniques such as satire, 

parody, grotesque, ironic storytelling, and farce. In Western literature, the works of 

Aristophanes, Cervantes, Molière, and Swift are considered significant examples of 

the humorous genre. In Eastern literature, the satirical works of al-Farazdaq, Ibn 

Huzam, Nasreddin Afandi’s tales, as well as the writings of Farabi and Jami, 

demonstrate the ancient roots of this genre [1]. Abdullayeva’s analysis of the artistic 

forms and diversity of humorous works provides an in-depth perspective on the 

historical evolution of this genre. The inclusion of examples from both Western and 

Eastern literature enables a comparative approach that enhances the understanding 

of how the genre developed. However, the evolution of contemporary humorous 

works and their place in modern literature remain insufficiently explored. The 

artistic forms of humorous works are distinguished by their variety of genres and 

styles. The short story is one of the most widespread forms of humorous literature, 

characterized by its brevity, sharp plot, unexpected ending, and neutral narrative 

style. Since the mid-19th century, particularly in American literature, short 

humorous stories have flourished. Notable representatives of this genre include 

Washington Irving, Edgar Allan Poe, Mark Twain, and O.Henry. In particular, 

O.Henry developed a unique style in his stories, incorporating irony, comic 

grotesque, and satire [2]. Bergson emphasizes the richness of humorous works in 

terms of genre and style, highlighting the importance of the short story within this 

literary tradition. His observations on the rise of humorous short stories in 19th-
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century American literature and the distinctive style of O.Henry offer valuable 

insights into the genre’s development. However, the evolution of humorous short 

stories in other literary traditions and contemporary trends require further 

examination. 

The novel also plays a significant role in humorous literature. As noted in 

Abdullayeva’s research, the term "novel" was first used in Italy to describe a prose 

literary genre. By the 13th century, satirical stories based on daily life had emerged, 

and in the 14th century, Boccaccio solidified this genre with his famous work The 

Decameron. The translation and adaptation of The Decameron into various 

European languages contributed to the expansion of the humorous novel genre [3]. 

Abdullayeva’s study of the role of the novel in humorous literature provides a well-

founded historical perspective, effectively outlining its development. The 

recognition of The Decameron as a foundational work in the evolution of the 

humorous novel is justified, as it significantly influenced the growth of satirical 

fiction in Europe. However, a more comprehensive discussion of the later 

development of the humorous novel and its contemporary manifestations would 

further enrich the analysis. The artistic form of humorous works is largely defined 

by their stylistic and linguistic features. In short stories, the use of concise and 

emotionally charged language enhances the realism of the narrative. The author’s 

choice of narrative structure, motif development, and inclusion of additional 

episodes enriches the plot. Elements of farce, brief character sketches, and satirical 

exaggeration contribute to the overall impact of the work. Many humorous stories 

also include background details about the protagonist’s past, adding depth to the 

storytelling. The realistic portrayal of events is often influenced by the author's 

personal experiences, which enhances the authenticity of the humorous narrative. 

The poetics of these stories frequently involve extensive dialogue, farcical conflicts, 

and situational irony. 

Many literary scholars have classified humorous works based on their genre 

characteristics and stylistic elements. For instance, Mikhail Bakhtin explores the 
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historical roots of laughter culture, linking it to folklore and carnival traditions. 

According to his research, grotesque and parody serve as instruments for revealing 

social contradictions. Another scholar, Henri Bergson, analyzes the aesthetic and 

psychological aspects of humor, emphasizing its connection to mechanical 

repetition, incongruity, and exaggeration [4]. Bakhtin’s interpretation of laughter 

culture in relation to folk traditions and carnival aesthetics, as well as his view of 

grotesque and parody as tools for social critique, is well-founded. Similarly, 

Bergson’s focus on the aesthetic and psychological dimensions of humor offers a 

deeper understanding of the genre. However, these studies do not sufficiently 

address the transformation of humorous literature in contemporary times, 

particularly how new narrative techniques and digital media influence humor today. 

The artistic forms of humorous literature manifest through unique stylistic 

approaches. For instance, in O.Henry’s short story Little Speck in Garnered Fruit, 

elements of humor, irony, and comic grotesque are seamlessly intertwined. The 

dynamism of the narrative is achieved through an eventful plot, conversational slang, 

and the use of literary devices such as comparison, epithets, contrast, and metaphor 

[5]. E.I.Sibirtseva notes that O.Henry’s works often rely on surprising coincidences, 

making his stories resemble fairy-tale-like narratives. The in-depth analysis of 

O.Henry’s literary style highlights his ability to create engaging humorous narratives 

using irony and comic absurdity. However, a comparative study with other 

humorous writers could further contextualize his contribution to the genre. 

Paradox is another essential artistic device widely used in humorous literature. 

It conveys unexpected ideas that contradict logical reasoning, thereby engaging 

readers in thought-provoking reflections. Paradoxes are often closely linked to 

aphorisms, sharing characteristics such as brevity, figurative expression, and the 

author’s distinct perspective [6]. V.Ya.Propp asserts that laughter serves as nature’s 

punishment for revealing hidden human flaws. His perspective underscores the role 

of humor in exposing societal contradictions and personal weaknesses. However, 

further exploration of paradoxes across different literary genres and their application 
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in contemporary humorous literature would strengthen the analysis. In conclusion, 

humorous literature stands out due to the diversity of its genres and artistic forms. 

Satire, ironic storytelling, grotesque, and parody have emerged as distinct expressive 

tools in different literary periods. The works of leading literary figures such as 

O.Henry, Mark Twain, Molière, and Cervantes illustrate the various manifestations 

of humor in literature. This genre effectively combines dialogue-driven narratives, 

farce, and grotesque elements to present the humorous aspects of everyday life while 

encouraging deeper reflection among readers. 

Research Methodology: This article provides an in-depth analysis of the 

artistic forms of humorous works and their diversity. To achieve this, various 

approaches are employed to examine the genre characteristics, artistic techniques, 

and socio-cultural significance of humorous literature. A historical-typological 

analysis is conducted to explore how the humor genre has developed across different 

time periods, its stages of evolution, and its connection to social life. This approach 

allows for a comparative study of how humorous genres emerged, their distinct 

features, and their influence in both Western and Eastern literature. A comparative 

approach is utilized to analyze humorous works created by different literary schools 

and authors. The works of Western figures such as Aristophanes, Cervantes, 

Molière, Swift, and O.Henry are examined alongside those of Eastern satirical 

writers, including al-Farazdaq, Ibn Huzam, Nasriddin Afandi, Farabi, and Jami. 

Through this comparison, similarities and differences in their artistic forms are 

identified, providing insight into the cultural uniqueness of humorous literature and 

the common trends in its development. A structural-semiotic approach is applied to 

analyze the artistic forms and stylistic techniques used in humorous works. The 

study explores how elements such as satire, parody, grotesque, and ironic 

storytelling function within the genre, their impact on plot development, and their 

role in conveying central themes. Additionally, the use of humor, irony, 

exaggeration, farce, and absurdity are examined to highlight their contribution to 

shaping the artistic framework of humorous works. 
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Aesthetic analysis is employed to investigate narrative structures, character 

development, and the role of dialogues in humorous works. The study evaluates the 

effectiveness of literary devices such as metaphor, epithets, contrast, and irony in 

enhancing the overall impact of humor. Moreover, the stylistic features of various 

authors and their use of humor and satire as artistic tools to achieve aesthetic and 

social commentary are analyzed. Aesthetic and philosophical analysis is also used 

to assess the role of humor in literature, its influence on human thought, and its 

function in addressing socio-political issues. The study explores how humor serves 

as a tool for exposing human flaws and social contradictions, encouraging critical 

thinking, and reflecting moral and aesthetic values. Furthermore, the research 

highlights that humorous works are not merely for entertainment but also serve as a 

powerful medium for social critique. By applying these methodological approaches, 

this study offers a comprehensive examination of the genre and stylistic 

characteristics of humorous literature, highlighting its significance in literary 

discourse, its artistic value, and its role in shaping cultural narratives. 

Analysis and Results: Humorous works have developed as an integral part 

of the literary process throughout different periods, with their artistic forms evolving 

in response to the socio-political environment of their time. Styles such as satire, 

parody, grotesque, and ironic storytelling have not only entertained readers but also 

encouraged them to reflect on social issues. In Western literature, authors like 

Aristophanes, Cervantes, Molière, Swift, Mark Twain, and O.Henry played a crucial 

role in shaping and advancing the humor genre. Meanwhile, Eastern literature has 

recognized figures like al-Farazdaq, Ibn Huzam, Nasriddin Afandi, Farabi, and Jami 

as prominent representatives of satirical writing. Humorous works manifest in 

various literary forms, including short stories, novels, satirical essays, and dramatic 

works, each characterized by unique genre-specific features and artistic styles. 

Particularly in the short story genre, humor is often achieved through conciseness, a 

sharp narrative structure, and unexpected plot twists. In the 19th century, O.Henry 

pioneered a distinctive style in this genre, employing irony, comic grotesque, and 
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satire extensively. His works also incorporate colloquial jargon, comparisons, 

epithets, and metaphors, enhancing their literary impact. E.I.Sibirtseva’s research 

highlights the role of serendipitous coincidences in O.Henry’s stories and how they 

contribute to comedic elements. 

In the novel genre, humor as a literary style historically emerged in Italy, 

solidifying in the 14th century with Boccaccio’s Decameron. This work laid the 

foundation for humorous novels in European literature, which later evolved into 

satirical fiction. However, the development of modern humorous novels and their 

place in contemporary literature remain underexplored. Literary analyses indicate 

that artistic devices play a fundamental role in humorous works. Character creation, 

the use of dialogue, irony, and exaggeration are central to evoking both aesthetic and 

emotional responses from readers. Mikhail Bakhtin explored the historical roots of 

humor, linking it to folklore and carnival culture, while Henri Bergson focused on 

its aesthetic and psychological aspects, emphasizing its connection to mechanical 

repetition and unconventionality. Their research provides valuable insight into the 

artistic nature of humorous literature. Paradox also emerges as a significant device 

in humor, challenging logical thinking and provoking amusement through 

unexpected contradictions. According to Vladimir Propp, humor serves as a natural 

corrective mechanism, exposing human flaws and societal contradictions. Thus, 

humorous works not only provide aesthetic pleasure but also serve a broader social 

and philosophical function by addressing and analyzing human and societal issues. 

Findings suggest that humorous literature is distinguished by the diversity of its 

artistic forms and stylistic techniques. The combination of different genres and 

expressive methods enhances its literary value. Satire, irony, grotesque, and parody 

have proven to be effective tools for highlighting societal contradictions. Western 

and Eastern literary traditions have significantly contributed to the growth of the 

humor genre, ensuring its ongoing relevance as an essential part of the literary 

process. 
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Discussion: Humorous literature remains an inseparable component of the 

literary world, developing through various historical trajectories and stylistic 

transformations. One of its key features is its ability to use humor as a lens to critique 

human nature and societal shortcomings. Works in satire, parody, grotesque, and 

irony are not solely meant for entertainment but also engage with significant social 

and philosophical themes. A comparative analysis of humor in Western and Eastern 

literature reveals both shared and distinctive characteristics. In Western literature, 

authors like Cervantes, Molière, Swift, and O.Henry have used humor as a tool for 

social criticism. In contrast, Eastern literary traditions have often employed humor 

with a more didactic purpose, as seen in the works of Nasriddin Afandi, Farabi, and 

Jami. These differences highlight the cultural and philosophical contexts that have 

shaped the humor genre in different parts of the world. 

The artistic forms of humor vary across genres. While short stories emphasize 

brevity, sharp plot structures, and surprise endings, humorous novels are 

characterized by their epic scope and complex narrative compositions. O.Henry’s 

short stories are known for their ironic twists and grotesque humor, whereas 

Boccaccio’s Decameron played a pivotal role in shaping the satirical novel. Literary 

devices such as irony, exaggeration, contrast, metaphor, and satire significantly 

enhance the impact of humorous works. Bakhtin and Bergson’s studies provide an 

in-depth understanding of the cultural and aesthetic role of humor, while Propp’s 

insights emphasize its function as a critique of human nature. Their perspectives 

affirm that humor in literature extends beyond mere entertainment, offering a means 

for social reflection and critique. While humor has been a dynamic and evolving 

genre throughout history, contemporary developments in humorous literature remain 

relatively underexplored. Further research is necessary to analyze how modern 

writers are transforming the genre, introducing new styles, and responding to 

shifting cultural and social landscapes. 

Conclusion: The analysis confirms that humor has been an essential 

component of literature across different time periods, adapting its forms and 
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techniques to various socio-cultural contexts. The core function of humorous 

literature lies in its ability to use humor as a means of social critique and self-

reflection. While there are notable similarities between Western and Eastern 

humorous traditions, each has evolved in response to its cultural and aesthetic 

demands. Both short stories and novels serve as significant mediums for humorous 

literature, each offering distinct artistic possibilities. O.Henry’s works highlight the 

use of irony and grotesque humor, whereas Boccaccio’s Decameron stands as a 

foundational text in satirical fiction. The effective use of literary devices such as 

irony, exaggeration, metaphor, and contrast further amplify the genre’s impact. 

Future research should focus on the evolution of humor in contemporary literature, 

examining emerging styles, innovative techniques, and their influence on modern 

storytelling. Humor in literature is not merely a tool for amusement; it serves as a 

critical medium for exposing social contradictions, challenging perceptions, and 

shaping intellectual discourse. 
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